12 Intl Congress SHP_2023

Concept of the Congress 
Societas Humboldtiana Polonorum SHP), the Scientific Society of former scholarship holders of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, was established in 1989. Since then, SHP has been organizing, every three years, three-day scientific meetings / congresses to bring together scholars, united by the prestigious Alexander von Humboldt “Trademark of Excellence”, to explore varied understandings and experiences, discuss current and emerging topics of global importance, and last, but not the least, to enjoy conversations among above-average scholars and friends. 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic,  the 12th Congress had to be postponed by 1year, i.e. till the year 2023.                                                                                                                                                                   
The congresses have not only an interdisciplinary but also  international character, as they are attended by scientists from many countries.  Thus, the participants include: 
i/ the Polish Humboldtians, both from SHP and others, 
ii/ Humboldtians from various countries, as the brothers and sisters of the Humboldt Family, disseminated all over the world  
iii/ invited speakers from Poland and other countries, broadly recognized experts 
in the scientific fields under discussion
 iv/  young researchers- Ph.D. students or fresh Ph.D holders, presumed future Humboldtians, who  will be presented with research programmes of Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the rules of applying for a fellowship in the session preceding  the Congress opening
v/  representatives of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and other organisations, i.e the German Academic Exchange Service and The Foundation for Polish-German Cooperation. 
The participation in the Congresses ensures, therefore,  not only the acquisition of new knowledge but also  strengthens the ties among members of the Humboldt Family and between them and the Mother Foundation. It also unveils the benefits of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Fellowship to young scientists with promising post-graduate research concepts. 
The   12th  Congress will be held in Lodz, Poland, and its theme, “Pandemic and its impacts”, is aimed as a continuation of the earlier topics of the previous SHP congresses: 11th-"Science in the age of globalization" and 10th-"Longevity a blessing or a curse".  
Conference facilities of the Faculty of Law and Administration  University of Lodz were made available for the congress attendees.
Healthcare professionals, biologists, humanists, lawyers and economists will present the current knowledge about pandemics, caused by various microorganisms, in general, with a special insight to the SARS-Cov-2-related issues, in particular. 
The topics will include: pandemic history,  health issues - acute and long-term effects of the Covid infection,  health care management,  behavioural, emotional and psychological effects of the pandemic, remote work and learning,  economic aspects of pandemic, R&D, production and distribution of vaccines, the contribution of science to the battle against 
the pandemic, the role of mass media in the pandemic management and its prophylaxis. 
The methods of non-specific and specific prophylaxis (vaccinations). implemented during the current pandemic, is going to be an issue of particular concern and relevance.
Lectures will be delivered by 48 speakers; roughly half are from Poland and the other half are from various countries. Non-Humboldtians account for 27%.  Invited Experts from Germany include  Professors: Klaus Cichutek, Paul Ehrlich Institute, Langen; Florian Steger, Universität Ulm; Holger Stark, Heinrich-Heine-Universität Duesseldorf and possibly Stephan Becker, Philipps-Universität Marburg and/or Marek Widera  Goethe-Universität Frankfurt,  whose answer we expect soon.  Professor Madeleine Ennis, Humboldtian from Belfast, UK,  kindly accepted our invitation.  As to Poles, the following experts (non-Humboldtians)  have been invited:  Prof.  Dr. Monika Płatek, University of Warsaw;  Prof. Dr. Mariusz Gujski,  Warsaw Medical University;  Dr. Franciszk Rakowski, Center of Mathematical Modelling University of Warsaw; Prof. Dr. Krzysztof Pyrć,  Jagiellonian University Krakow. 
See the attached Programme for the draft  titles of lectures and some more details 
The  scientific programme is rich and diverse to satisfy all the Congress Participants. 
Beside lectures, a Young Researchers Session (divided in 2 parts) -  a so-called flash-session – will be held with short-time (1-2 slides, talk 1-2 up to 3min) presentations, supported by  poster illustrations of the major principles of presented projects. 
Talks and discussions on strategic actions taken in the fight against the pandemic and the experience gained in health care, economy, science, and education should deepen the knowledge of how to combat such a global crisis. A strategy based on vaccination and lockdown or social contacts restriction  can limit the spread of the pandemic if enough vaccines are available worldwide. At the same time, however, isolation can be detrimental to the individual mental health, as has been confronted. The pros and cons should be, therefore, carefully considered.
The COVID-19 pandemic greatly affected economic activity and schooling  all over the world, forcing the development of crisis management, virtual work, virtual communication, and remote learning.
Progress in robotization and computerization can ensure economic efficiency and solve healthcare problems. All this requires increased scientific commitment,  and the  increased investment in research and development.
 It is also necessary to convince humanity of the importance of immunity, the body's ability to defend against pathogens. The mass- media play a huge role in promoting vaccination and a healthy lifestyle. Anti-vaxxers should have limited access to them.
Making the Congress materials available on the website will certainly contribute to the dissemination of current knowledge in the academic and non-academic communities, not only about the pandemics themselves but above all, about the need to improve methods of combating them.
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